
ALBUQUERQUE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ATHLETIC AND ACTIVITY CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
NOTE TO PARENTS:   
 
It is the responsibility of parents and students to read and familiarize themselves with the terms and 
requirements of the Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) Athletic and Activity Code.  A student or 
his/her parent/guardian may obtain an explanation of any part of the code from the Athletic Director, 
Activities Director or Principal. 
 
The parent/guardian and student are required to sign the attached form to acknowledge the code has 
been read, is understood by the student and the parent/guardian, and they agree to abide by it.   
 
Coaches/sponsors are not permitted to allow a student to practice, play, or otherwise participate in the 
sport or activity until the student’s signed acknowledgment form has been returned to the 
coach/sponsor.  
 

I. GENERAL CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 
 

A. The development of character and proper conduct that is promoted by athletics and 
activities is central to the educational mission of the school. 

 
B. Students who are involved in athletics/activities are held to a higher standard of conduct 

as they are representative of their school and school district, and serve as role models 
for others. 

 
C. Participation in all athletics and activities is a privilege offered to students, and may be 

withdrawn on the basis of failure to adhere to the high standards of personal conduct 
and ethical behavior. 

 
D. In addition to the specific standards set forth in this code, the student’s membership and 

participation in extra-curricular activities, including any disciplinary action, will be 
determined on the basis of the student’s attitude, punctuality, and attendance, and on the 
basis of the welfare and best interest of the team/group and its participants, the school, 
and the school district. 

 
E. It is the responsibility of parents and students to familiarize themselves with the terms 

and requirements of the APS Athletic and Activity Code.  A student or his/her 
parent/guardian may obtain an explanation of any part of this code from the Athletic 
Director, Activities Director or Principal. 

 
F. All standards, rules, and requirements in the APS Athletic and Activity Code are in 

addition to the applicable standards, rules, and requirements of the school sport 
program/activity group, the school the student attends and participates, the Albuquerque 
Public Schools and the New Mexico Activities Association (NMAA).  

 
G. Professional judgment will be used by coaches, sponsors, and administrators in 

situations not covered by a specific written rule or guideline. 

 
 



II. GENERAL CONDUCT GUIDELINES 
 

The APS Athletic and Activity Code guidelines designate expectations for students 
participating in extra-curricular activities such as athletics, music ensembles, debate, speech, 
cheerleading, drill team, drama, mock trial, and other school sponsored performances and/or 
competitions.  Student performances and/or competitions in co-curricular activities, which 
contribute to a grade in academic classes, are not included in the APS Athletic and Activity 
Code. 
 
In addition to the behavioral expectations detailed in APS Board policies, extra-curricular 
activity participants are expected to follow specific behavioral and eligibility guidelines 
included within the APS Athletic and Activity Code.  The conduct expectations set out in the 
code are applicable to and binding upon each student during the season a student is a member 
of an extra-curricular activity or an athletic team. 
 
Disciplinary actions under this code shall be imposed on the basis of the best interests of the 
team, group and school, and the best educational interests of the student to be disciplined. 

 
A. Prohibited Conduct 

 
1. A student shall be removed or suspended from any sport or activity for 

conduct deemed inappropriate and may be removed or suspended for 
violations of team/group, school or school district rules as specified in the APS 
Student Behavior Handbook, regardless of whether such conduct takes place 
on or off campus, and regardless of whether such conduct takes place during 
school hours or at any other time.  This conduct may include, but is not limited 
to:  

 
a. The use or possession of alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, or 

tobacco in any form, or attendance at a party or other gathering at 
which any of the foregoing substances are present and/or being used 
as referenced in the APS Student Behavior Handbook. 

b. The use or possession of illegal supplements and/or performance 
enhancing drugs such as steroids. 

 
Students charged with or suspected of any of the above conduct may be 
suspended from their sport or activity pending an investigation. 
 
Hazing is not permitted as any part of any team or activity as an initiation or 
right of passage.  Programs participating in hazing activities may be placed 
on probation, suspension, or other consequences administered by school or 
school district administrators. 

 
2. Except as otherwise provided herein, a student who quits or is dismissed from 

a team or activity will not be allowed to participate in any sport or activity 
until the end of the season of that sport or the term of the activity in which he 
or she was participating prior to resignation or dismissal without the mutual 
agreement of coaches/sponsors, the athletic director/activities director and 
school administration. 

 
  



 
B. School Attendance 

 
1. A student is expected to attend a minimum of one-half school day (three 

periods or two blocks) to be minimally eligible to participate in a practice, 
competition, activity or performance scheduled on the same date. 

 
2. Participation in evening activities or competitions shall not affect school 

attendance on the following day. When performing or competing during the 
school day, students are expected to return to classes immediately after the 
event. 

 
3. Students placed on a school suspension (e.g. in-school or out-of-school) will 

not be allowed to practice, participate or compete in contests/events during the 
suspension period. 

 
C. Conduct on Trips 

 
Participants in athletics and activities are regarded as representatives of the 
Albuquerque Public Schools and are expected to conduct themselves as the best 
examples of APS students at all competitions and events.  Students on trips for activities 
or athletics remain, at all times, subject to all rules and standards applicable under 
school and school district codes and policies. 

 
III. OTHER GUIDELINES 

 
A. Coaches/sponsors may establish team/group rules that exceed the APS Athletic and 

Activity Code conditions and guidelines upon prior approval by the athletic/activities 
director.  

 
B. Coaches/sponsors may establish curfews for participants in athletics and activities in 

order to enhance preparation for competitions and/or performances.  
 

C. Coaches/sponsors may impose, and enforce by appropriate means, standards regarding 
attendance, punctuality, and attitude.  

 
D. Coaches/sponsors may require study hall for any or all of their team/group participants. 

 
E. Students who violate team/group rules, curfews, or standards shall be subject to 

curtailment of playing time/participation, suspension from games or events, and 
suspension or dismissal from teams or groups.  

 
F. Students whose conduct is detrimental to team/group cohesiveness or success shall be 

subject to curtailment of playing time/participation, suspension from games or events, 
and suspension or dismissal from teams or groups. 

 
G. Parents/guardians of athletes will review the Albuquerque Public Schools 

Parent/Guardian Code of Expectations for Athletics and will adhere to and uphold all 
obligations.  In the event a parent/guardian fails to adhere to and uphold these 

 
  



 
  

obligations, the school administration and the school district reserves the right to 
impose sanctions against the parent/guardian including disciplinary action that may 
include, but is not limited to, temporary and/or permanent removal from the activity and 
expulsion from all future events. 

 
H. Coaches, participants, parents, and fans are required to be familiar with and adhere to 

all policies outlined in school and school district handbooks and NMAA publications 
regarding high school athletics and activities. 



ALBUQUERQUE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
PARENT/GUARDIAN CODE OF EXPECTATIONS FOR ATHLETICS 

 
The essential elements of character-building and ethics in sports are embodied in the concept of sportsmanship 
as referenced in “Pursuing Victory With Honor” and in the six core principles of character education:  
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship.  The highest potential of sports is 
achieved when competition reflects these principles. 
 
Please be advised the Albuquerque Public Schools has a code of expectations for all parents/guardians 
participating in the athletic experience.  Your cooperation in adhering to the following obligations as a 
parent/guardian at athletic events is appreciated and necessary to provide the most quality experience for every 
person participating. 
 
• I will do my part to make athletics and activities a positive experience for everyone involved (i.e. 

participants, coaches, officials and spectators) 
• I will learn the policies of school district, school and program and do my best to understand and 

appreciate the rules of the contest 
• I will encourage good sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy and by being a positive role model 

at every event and practice 
• I will not engage in any unsportsmanlike conduct with any official, coach, player, parent or staff member, 

such as taunting or using profane language or gestures 
• I will demand a safe and healthy environment that is free from drugs, tobacco and alcohol and will 

refrain from any use at all athletic events 
• I will not engage in disparaging dialogue or taunting behavior with officials, players, coaches, parents 

and other spectators before, during and after all events 
• I will respect the decisions and authority of officials during competitions 
• I will respect the property and equipment used at any sports or school facility  
• I will show appreciation for an outstanding play by either team 
• I will applaud a good effort in both victory and defeat emphasizing the positive accomplishments and 

learning from the mistakes 
 
In addition, parents of participants in the Albuquerque Public Schools athletic program are expected to adhere to 
the following obligations to fully ensure the best possible environment for their child. 
 
• I will insist my child treat other players, coaches, officials and fans with respect and courtesy 

regardless of race, sex, creed or ability 
• I will help my child learn that success is measured by the development of skills, not by winning or losing 
• I will communicate with the coach at the appropriate time and place when I have a concern regarding my 

child 
• I will inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect the safety of my child or the 

safety of others 
• I will refrain from coaching my child or other players during games and practices unless I am an official 

coach 
• I will place the emotional and physical well-being of my child ahead of my personal desire to win 
• I will never ridicule or yell at my child or other participant for making a mistake or blame my player’s 

teammates or coaches for success or failure in the athletic setting 
• I will teach my child to respect the decisions of administrators, coaches and officials and will positively 

model this same behavior  
• I will reinforce the school district’s substance abuse policies with my child and refrain from any use of 

alcohol and other drugs before of during contests 
 
In the event an adult fails to adhere to and uphold these obligations, the school administration and the school 
district reserves the right to impose sanctions including disciplinary action that may include, but is not limited 
to, temporary and/or permanent removal from the activity and expulsion from all future events. 



ALBUQUERQUE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ATHLETIC AND ACTIVITY CODE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
The undersigned parent/guardian and student state that: 
 

 We have read the Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) Athletic and Activity Code and 
understand its terms and conditions  

 
 We understand it is our responsibility to be aware of and adhere to additional standards, rules, 

and requirements of the school sport program/activity group, the school the student attends and 
participates, the Albuquerque Public Schools and the New Mexico Activities Association.   

 
 We agree to be bound by the terms, conditions, rules, and standards of the APS Athletic and 

Activity Code. 
 

 We understand that it is our responsibility to keep this document and refer to it throughout the 
year when specific issues or questions arise.     

 
 
Sports participating (check all that apply): Activities participating (check all that apply): 
 
  Baseball        Athletic Training    Bowling 
  Basketball-B       Business Professionals of America (BPA) 
  Basketball-G       Cheer     Chess 
  Cross Country       Choir     Concert Band 
  Football        Dance     DECA 
  Golf        Drama     Drill 
  Soccer-B        FCCLA  
  Soccer-G        FFA – Agriculture Education 
  Softball        HOSA     JROTC 
  Swimming & Diving      Marching Band    Mock Trial 
  Tennis-B        Orchestra     Rodeo  
  Tennis-G        Science Fair   
  Track-B        Science Olympiad    Skills USA 
  Track-G        Speech & Debate    Student Council 
  Volleyball        Technology Student Association (TSA)  
  Wrestling        OTHER__________________________ 
         OTHER__________________________ 
         OTHER__________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________  _______________  _________________ 
Student Printed Name    Student ID   School Year 
 
___________________________________  __________________ 
Student Signature     Date 
 
___________________________________  ___________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature    Date 

 
  



Volcano Vista High School – Athletic Information Sheet 
Please be certain that all of the information below is filled in legibly and accurately or it will be returned. 

Name:       Male:      Female:  Grade:       Sport:    

Student  ID#:    Date of Birth:  Place of Birth (City &State):     

Entered 8th Grade (Month/Year):  Enrolled This School Year (Month/Year):     

School Attended Last School Year:            

School Attending Now (If other than VVHS):          

Parent/Guardian Name(s):             

Present Address:              

Home Phone:    Alternate Phone:      Email:     

 I presently live in the Volcano Vista High School attendance area with a parent or legal guardian. 

 I do not live in the Volcano Vista High School (VVHS) attendance area.  I have an approved 
Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) transfer on file at VVHS as required by APS in order to attend.  Athletic 
eligibility must be petitioned in order to be eligible, as per New Mexico Activities Association (NMAA) and 
APS.  Eligibility must be approved in writing from the NMAA prior to competing in any athletic competition. 

 Transfer from (School Name, City and State):                     

 Out of District: previously petitioned student athlete. 

Concussion Management 
A concussion is a disturbance in the function of the brain that can be caused by a blow to the body or head and 
may occur in any sport or activity. Effects of a concussion may include a variety of symptoms (headache, 
nausea, dizziness, memory loss, balance problem) with or without a loss of consciousness. I/we understand 
there is a concussion management protocol established that includes care and return to play criteria.  To review 
the APS established protocol for concussion management, visit the APS athletic website or contact the school 
athletic trainer for more information. 
 

By signing below - I agree that all of the above information is true and accurate to the best of my 
knowledge.  If any of the above information changes at anytime, I agree to contact the VVHS athletic 
director (890-0343 x 37004 or Thiebaut@aps.edu) or athletic coach immediately. In addition I am 
confirming that I have read the CONCUSSION MANAGEMENT STATEMENT above and am aware of 
the concussion management protocol established by APS. 

Student/Athlete Signature:        Date:    

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:        Date:    

mailto:Thiebaut@aps.edu�
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